Eagle Project Provides CNY Firefighter Training

16-year-old Stephen C. Wisely of Baldwinsville was contemplating an Eagle Scout
project that would go above and beyond when speaking with Captain Bill Massaro during
a Fire Department drill night at the Belgium Cold Springs Fire Department. 8tephe
himself a Youth Member of the Fire Department, and other Fire Department nsember
then formulated a plan to host a firefighter survival program for local firefighitn
instructor from the New York City Fire Department, who had lectured at thyuel

Cold Springs Fire Department previously, was contacted and ultimately attepte
invitation to present one of his survival training programs. Stephen went on toeoverse
the entire project: Planning the seminar, acquiring the needed raw mnsatereakeeing

the construction of required props, and organizing the registration information for all
attendants.

On the weekend of Octobet and 2°, FDNY 18" Battalion Chief John Salka and

FDNY Lieutenant Chris Delisio visited the Belgium Cold Springs Fire Depant in
Lysander to present the widely acclaimed firefighter survival progranteeritcet Out
Alive”. They started the program out Friday night with a three-hour lecture on survival
tactics and strategies, followed by Hands On Training at the Belgium Cold Spiregs F
Training facility in Radisson on Saturday and Sunday. Chief Salka, who lectures across
the United States and Canada, first developed the course over ten years ago to teach
firefighters personal survival tactics such as wall breaching, windowstmge ladder

bail and room orientation. With today’s modern materials and constructitiodsethe
ability of firefighters to recognize deteriorating conditions and to rapidhytlesi

structure when required plays a vital role in their safety on the fire ground.cdinise
takes the fundamentals taught in many courses and presents them in a no-nonsense,
hands-on approach.

Approximately 50 firefighters from Central New York attended Friday night’sresm
and 38 firefighters attended the tiands On Trainingclasses at the Belgium Cold
Springs Training Tower in Radisson over the weekend.



Two firefighters from the Liverpool Fire Department practice “Wall Breag” while
Chief Salka (left) and Lieutenant Delisio (right) look on.
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Belgium Cold Springs Firefighter Steve Sant practices the “Rope Slide” du¢ eétond
story window of the training tower.



Belgium Cold Springs Assistant Chief Vince Kearney practices the ladderubai the
second story window while Lieutenant Delisio looks on.



Stephen Wisely preparing for the Rope Bailout maneuver while LieutenantoDebtks
on.



Stephen Wisely descending on a rope from the second story of the training facility.

The program was a great success; with all attendees coming away with a sense of
accomplishment and renewed confidence...including one very tired Boy
Scout/Firefighter!

Questions regarding the training should be directed to Capt. Bill Massaro of gjenBel
Cold Springs Fire Department at 635-5136, or to Stephen Wisely at 652-8581.



